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CHAPTER 323

_______________

HUMAN SERVICES - SOCIAL SERVICES
_______________

SENATE BILL 99-226 

BY SENATORS Lacy, Owen, Tanner, Hernandez, Linkhart, Pascoe, Rupert, and Weddig;

also REPRESENTATIVES Tool, Berry, Saliman, Alexander, Bacon, George, and S. Williams.

AN ACT
CONCERNING CONSOLIDATED CHILD CARE SERVICES, AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION IN CONNECTION

THEREWITH.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  The introductory portion to 26-6.5-103 (3), Colorado Revised
Statutes, is amended, and the said 26-6.5-103 is further amended BY THE
ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING NEW SUBSECTIONS, to read:

26-6.5-103.  Program scope.  (3)  On or before October 1, 1997, the state
department of human services, with input from the state department of education,
shall designate not more than twelve pilot site agencies to deliver community
consolidated child care services for up to two thousand children statewide.  Of the
pilot site agencies designated, not more than two may be located in the Denver
metropolitan area and at least one shall be located in each of the following areas of
the state to assure adequate geographic distribution:  A rural community, an urban
community other than the Denver metropolitan area, and a western slope community.
The pilot site agencies shall:

(4) (a)  ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 1999, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES,
WITH INPUT FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SHALL DEVELOP A
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE GOVERNING BODIES OF
MUNICIPALITIES, COUNTIES, AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THROUGHOUT THE STATE SEEKING
SIX ADDITIONAL PILOT SITE AGENCIES TO DELIVER COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED CHILD
CARE SERVICES PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE.

(b)  THE PURPOSE OF INCREASING THE NUMBER OF COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED
CHILD CARE PILOTS FROM TWELVE TO EIGHTEEN IS TO FURTHER ENHANCE THE ABILITY
OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO IDENTIFY THE BEST PRACTICES
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RELATIVE TO INCREASING QUALITY, MEETING THE DIVERSE NEEDS OF FAMILIES
SEEKING SUCH CHILD CARE, AND INTEGRATING EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE WITH
EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN ORDER TO EFFECT IMPROVEMENTS IN CHILD CARE SERVICES
ON A STATEWIDE BASIS.

(c)  SIX PILOT SITE AGENCIES DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS
SECTION SHALL BE SELECTED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO
SERVE AS MENTORS TO THE NEW PILOT SITE AGENCIES SELECTED PURSUANT TO THIS
SUBSECTION (4).

(5)  ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2000, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES,
WITH INPUT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, IS AUTHORIZED TO DEVELOP A
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE GOVERNING BODIES OF
MUNICIPALITIES, COUNTIES, AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS THROUGHOUT THE STATE TO ADD
ADDITIONAL PILOT SITE AGENCIES, AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE STATE
DEPARTMENT, TO DELIVER COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED CHILD CARE SERVICES
PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE.

(6) (a) (I)  EACH AGENCY SEEKING TO BE DESIGNATED AS A PILOT SITE AGENCY
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS (4) AND (5) OF THIS SECTION SHALL IDENTIFY IN ITS
APPLICATION THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN TO WHOM IT ANTICIPATES PROVIDING
CONSOLIDATED CHILD CARE SERVICES PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

(II)  EACH PILOT SITE AGENCY DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS (3), (4),
AND (5) OF THIS SECTION SHALL REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES AND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO
RECEIVED CONSOLIDATED CHILD CARE SERVICES PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE
THROUGH THAT PILOT SITE AGENCY.

(b)  EACH OF THE EIGHTEEN, OR MORE AS DETERMINED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT,
PILOT SITE AGENCIES SHALL BE REVIEWED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS IN ORDER TO
DETERMINE THE NEED FOR CONTINUED PILOT DESIGNATION AND TO ESTABLISH
CONTRACTS OR AGREEMENTS, AS NEEDED, OR TO RENEGOTIATE SUCH CONTRACTS OR
AGREEMENTS.

SECTION 2.  26-6.5-104, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION to read:

26-6.5-104.  Funding.  (4)  IT IS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT NO
ADDITIONAL STATE MONEYS BE APPROPRIATED FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PILOT PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED CHILD CARE SERVICES ON OR AFTER
JULY 1, 1999.

SECTION 3.  26-6.5-105, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION to read:

26-6.5-105.  Evaluation.  (3) (a)  THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
SHALL, THROUGH A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS PROCESS, CONTRACT WITH A QUALIFIED
INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO PREPARE AN INDEPENDENT EVALUATION OF THE PILOT
PROGRAM TO DETERMINE ITS EFFECTIVENESS IN SERVING CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY
CONSOLIDATED CHILD CARE PROGRAMS.  SUCH EVALUATION SHALL BE COMPLETED
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NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 1, 2001.

(b)  THE EVALUATION SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(I)  AN EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF WAIVERS ISSUED PURSUANT TO SECTION
26-6.5-104 (3);

(II)  RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING CHANGES TO STATEWIDE PRACTICES SET
FORTH IN THE RULES OF THE STATE BOARD OF HUMAN SERVICES BASED UPON THE
RESULTS OBSERVED IN PILOT SITES WHERE EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE WAS INTEGRATED
WITH EDUCATION; AND

(III)  AN EVALUATION OF THE MEASURABLE IMPACT OF INTEGRATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CARE WITH EDUCATION ON THE OVERALL QUALITY OF CHILD CARE
PROGRAMS IN COLORADO.

SECTION 4.  24-32-2804 (7) (a), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

24-32-2804.  Early education and school readiness program - repeal.
(7)  Selection criteria.  The board shall develop an equitable formula for distribution
of grants pursuant to the provisions of this section that allows a jurisdiction to receive
a preference if the jurisdiction can demonstrate:

(a)  Coordination with one of the twelve EIGHTEEN pilot sites for consolidated child
care services created pursuant to article 6.5 of title 26, C.R.S.; or

SECTION 5.  Appropriation.  In addition to any other appropriation, there is
hereby appropriated, out of any federal child care development funds not otherwise
appropriated, to the department of human services, division of children, youth and
families, for the pilot program for community consolidated child care services, for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1999, the sum of four hundred seventy thousand dollars
($470,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, for the implementation of this
act.

SECTION 6.  Effective date.  This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

SECTION 7.  Safety clause.  The general assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: June 3, 1999


